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Behind every association, club or society is a team of organisers, members 
and volunteers that works tirelessly, passionately and with great dedication. 
For many years we have been issuing special stamps to commemorate the 
anniversaries of a wide range of different initiatives and organisations in an effort 
to raise their visibility and thus support their causes. Our Comité Philatélique also 
considers significant public and institutional anniversaries when deciding what 
to commemorate via these stamps.

This year we have one new addition for you: our newsletter is finally here! 
From now on, we will be sending out a newsletter on current topics, products, 
activities and special cancellations on a regular basis. Register now to make sure 
you don’t miss any news!

Claude Balthasar
Chef de Service Patrimoine & POST Philately
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Special stamp
50th anniversary of the “Feierwôn” 
hot-air balloon’s first flight
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Current price of the stamp: 

1,70€

Layout :

MONOGRAM (LU)

Printing: 

Multicoloured high-resolution offset, 
bpost Stamps Printing, Malines (BE)

Format of the stamp

26,25 x 30 mm, 10 stamps per sheet

Print run: 

30.000 stamps

SPECIAL STAMP 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE “FEIERWÔN” HOT-AIR BALLOON’S FIRST FLIGHT

While the skies of America and Europe were no 
strangers to hot-air balloons from as early as 
the late 1960s, the history of ballooning in the 
Grand Duchy did not begin until 1974, when 
five longtime friends and amateur pilots – 
Poully Emering, Alfi Feltes, Jang Sauber, Norri 
Theisen and Pit Thibo – decided to switch 
from aeroplanes to balloons and founded the 
Commune Aérostatique du Grand-Duché de 
Luxembourg. They had no idea just how much 
their association would shape Luxembourg’s 
aviation culture.

Their first step was to purchase a hot-air 
balloon from the British manufacturer 
Cameron Balloons Ltd. The balloon was 
christened Feierwôn (or “Chariot of Fire”) and 
made its maiden flight from Rambrouch to 

Noerdingen on 1 February 1975. The name 
Feierwôn is a reference to the song by 
Luxembourg poet Michel Lentz, which was 
written in 1859 to mark the first train journey 
from Luxembourg railway station. Like the 
trains from that period, a hot-air balloon is 
also powered by fire – a charming detail.

With the right maintenance and care, the 
envelope of a hot-air balloon can last for 
around 500 to 650 flying hours. Today’s 
Feierwôn is therefore already the fifth replica, 
and made its maiden flight in March 2021. It 
boasts the same design as the original. This 
deliberate continuity in name and appearance 
honours the founders and symbolises their 
values: friendship, passion, respect and 
solidarity.

Flying high!

balloon.lu

An exclusive pre-sale of the stamp will take place on 9 March 2025 from 8.00 am to 4.00 pm in Ettelbruck (Däichhal).
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SPECIAL STAMP 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE “FEIERWÔN” HOT-AIR BALLOON’S FIRST FLIGHT

Goy Feltes and Claude Sauber are sons of the founders and continue 
their parents’ work as president and secretary respectively 

of the Commune Aérostatique du Grand-Duché de Luxembourg.

What are your memories of your parents’ endeavours 
and the Feierwôn’s first flight in 1975?

Claude Sauber (C.S.): It was a big day for me. You could sense the excitement 
in the air amongst family, friends and classmates while everything was being 

set up. It was a particularly significant moment for me in that it was also my first 
balloon ride – an unforgettable experience.

What has been the best moment for you personally?

Goy Feltes (G.F.): The atmosphere at the starting area of the 12th European
 Hot Air Balloon Championships in Meysemburg (Larochette) in 2000 

left a real impression on me. I prepared the balloon in the VIP and 
sponsors’ area. The enthusiasm on display from the many partners 

and visitors was touching, and the moment all 120 balloons launched 
at the same time is something I’ll never forget.

Do you have any stories about strange landings?

C.S.: Back in the day, there were no radios or mobile phones. My father would 
usually land near a village, go to the pub near the church and call his contact 
from there. If the tracking team lost sight of the balloon, they would call the 

contact from a phone booth. That could prove quite the adventure sometimes.

G.F.: You’re required to complete a test flight every two years. My teacher 
in Austria was impressed by how accurately I hit the target, dropped 

the marker and landed shortly after. It was a successful flight that meant 
a lot to me – and made my examiner’s day.

©Christoff Deyaert








































